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Get to know your local
electricity provider

POWERING HUMBOLDT COUNTY



Redwood Coast Energy Authority

is a community-driven local government agency working to advance
clean, reliable, and affordable energy solutions for Humboldt County.

What We Do

« Provide affordable, clean electricity to homes and
businesses.

« Reduce energy costs and improve efficiency with
rebates, incentives, and expert support.

- Develop local renewable energy projects like wind
and solar, plus battery storage to make these
resources available around the clock.

« Expand access to electric vehicles and e-bikes.

- Empower community-driven energy decisions
through local governance.

Our Governance

RCEA is governed by a Board of Directors made up
of representatives from Humboldt County, seven
local jurisdictions, the Blue Lake Rancheria, the
Yurok Tribe, and the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water
District, plus a Community Advisory Committee,
ensuring local voices guide our energy future.

RCEA installed and operates 29 public electric vehicle charging stations in Humboldt County,

which are the first and only publicly-owned, publicly available EV charging stations in the county.




Message from the
Executive Director

£ £ 1 am honored to lead the dedicated team at Redwood Coast Energy Authority
(RCEA) as our new executive director. With a strong commitment to sustainability
and innovation, | look forward to working with the RCEA Board, staff, and our
community to further RCEA’s mission.

Working from our office in downtown Eureka, our team of 39 of your friends and neighbors
is dedicated to meeting your energy needs through programs, incentives, advocacy, and
education while remaining focused on the future through clean power procurement and energy
resilience in the face of a changing climate.

In 2024, we distributed money-saving appliance rebates, e-bike vouchers, no-cost energy efficiency kits, and no-cost home
energy assessments to over 718 Humboldt residents and businesses, totaling about $185,680 of payouts to customers like
you! We also saw the completion of the Sandrini Il Solar Park in Kern County, which now provides over a third of the total
annual electrical need for RCEA'’s customers.

Looking ahead, the Foster Clean Power solar plus battery project, which is being built in Arcata, is expected to be online in
Spring 2025. Plus, our electric vehicle rebate program just relaunched with another $50,000 to offer.

Over the next three years, we will unveil new rebates and incentives tailored to rural customers’ unique needs through the
Northern Rural Energy Network (NREN). RCEA is the lead administrator of this developing program, which will launch
across the 17 counties of the North Coast and Sierra Nevada regions served by RCEA and its NREN partners. New NREN
offerings will include direct-install incentives for residential and non-residential customers, workforce education, and more.

The RCEA team and | look forward to continuing to pave the way to a clean
and sustainable future for Humboldt County, and we invite you to flip through
the following pages to learn more about the many ways RCEA serves
customers like you.5 9
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Beth Burks, Executive Director

RCEA conducted 164 free energy assessments and provided 139 No-Cost Energy Efficiency

Kits valued at $100 each, helping our community members to save money and conserve energy.
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RCEA’s 2025 goal is to provide Humboldt County with electricity from 75% renewable sources

Want to know more about your
electricity?

Learn how RCEA sources and supplies power for our community
from our Director of Power Resources, Richard Engel.

Q: Where does RCEA source its electricity?

RCEA purchases electricity for Humboldt County customers from a
mix of renewable and non-renewable sources. We prioritize local
energy generation, including biomass from Humboldt sawmills, small
hydropower, and regional solar and wind projects. When local
generation isn’t enough, we buy additional power from renewable
sources in California and the West.

Q: How is RCEA working toward 100% clean energy?

RCEA set a goal to provide 100% renewable energy by 2030. To get there, we are:
- Expanding local solar and offshore wind projects
- Supporting grid-scale energy storage
« Securing more long-term renewable energy contracts
« Continuing to invest in Humboldt County-based energy projects

Q: Does RCEA offer a 100% renewable energy option?

Yes! Customers can upgrade to our 100% renewable REpower+ plan.
Compared to our default REpower service plan, REpower+ costs only one
cent more per kWh. On average, that’s only a $5 increase for residential
customers per month! You don’t need to install anything to opt up to 100%

+
renewable electricity with REpower+, making it an easy way to reduce your REpower

carbon footprint and make a meaningful impact on climate change. 100% renewable

from an additional 7% carbon-free resources.




How it works

RCEA is a Community Choice Energy provider, so we are the default electricity supplier in Humboldt County.

We purchase and deliver cleaner renewable electricity than investor-owned utilities like PG&E, and we return
revenue to the community by funding local energy programs, rebates, and sustainability initiatives.

RCEA

Generation

RCEA purchases renewable energy and
uses revenue to invest in the creation of
new local renewable energy sources.

This is the Generation portion of your bill.

PG&E

PG&E delivers energy using their poles
and wires. They also maintain this
equipment and handle billing.

This is the Delivery portion of your bill.

Is RCEA an extra charge?

No. RCEA sources and purchases your power, which is reflected on the generation portion of your electricity
bill. PG&E delivers electricity through power lines to your home or business, which is reflected on the delivery
portion of your bill. Getting your electricity through RCEA's clean energy mix and keeping your energy dollars
local does not cost you anything more. It actually saves you money!

Need help understanding your bill? Call us. (707) 269-1700

90% of Humboldt County residents choose to receive electricity through RCEA. That’s over

60,000 homes and businesses!

YOU

'l

Customer

As an RCEA customer, you benefit
from competitive rates, local control,
and cleaner energy.

Thanks for being an RCEA customer!
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Strengthening Humboldt’s Emergency Preparedness

RCEA is known for clean energy, but our work goes beyond electricity. By securing state funding for resilience
projects, we're helping Humboldt prepare for the future—strengthening emergency response, reducing wildfire
risk, and keeping investments local.

Training Firefighters, Preventing Wildfires

RCEA secured $60,000 to support wildfire suppression and prescribed burn training for local firefighters as part
of a grant to install solar + batteries at remote fire stations. These trainings, led by Briceland Volunteer Fire
Department, help firefighters safely do controlled burns, which reduces wildfire risks and protects communities.

Thanks to RCEA for supporting our regional capacity-building efforts. Their assistance allowed us to continue
offering nationally accredited fire training and live fire skill-building opportunities to firefighters and firelighters alike.
Funding also helped develop a regional Type 4 Incident Management Team, which promotes the implementation
of higher complexity community-led burn projects and provides emergency responders with increased logistical
and planning support during larger fires and other complex emergencies.

— Kai Ostrow | Fire Management Specialist, Briceland Fire

Equipping Firefighters with Critical Skills
15 hands-on training courses, including:

v/ Wildland Chainsaws

/ Portable Pumps and Water Use

/ Advanced Firefighter/Squad Boss

/ Introduction to Incident Management Organization

State Funding, Local Impact

The RCEA Energy-Resilient Fire Services in High-
Threat Communities project is supported by the
Regional Resilience Grant Program implemented by
the Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Z

: g Firing Boss Trainee He
Innovation—bringing resources to our local Ettersburg Station Project.
communities.
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Ibrook completes ignitions on the
Photo courtesy of Kai Ostrow

COMMUNITY IMPACT

In addition to direct incentives and rebates, in 2024, RCEA brought or helped to bring
$4.4 million to Humboldt County public agencies, businesses, Tribes, and residents through

federal and state grants, loans, and incentives.



No-Cost Energy Assessments

Discover opportunities to save energy and money.
With a free home or commercial energy assessment, our experts will evaluate your
home or business and provide tailored advice on energy-saving improvements.
We’'ll help you find inefficiencies, suggest upgrades, and connect you with rebates
and programs.

Heat Pump & Equipment Rebates

Upgrade & save with RCEA rebates.
Looking to upgrade older appliances or explore efficient heat pump technology?
RCEA offers rebates to help you switch to energy-saving equipment and lower your
utility costs. Check out rebates for heat pump space and water heaters, home air
conditioning and ventilation, plus kitchen and laundry appliances.
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Induction Cooktop Lending Program

Experience the future of cooking with induction technology.
Induction cooktops are faster, safer, and more energy-efficient than traditional gas or
electric stovetops. With our free lending program, you can borrow an induction
cooktop to test it out at home—risk-free. Now is your chance to try out this incredible
technology and experience the benefits of induction cooking.

No-Cost Energy Efficiency Kit

Save energy. Make a difference.
Our no-cost energy kits help renters and homeowners lower energy usage with easy-
to-install upgrades like LED bulbs, weather-stripping, and faucet aerators. These kits
are valued at up to $100. Sign up to get yours today!

To explore all programs visit redwoodenergy.org/programs

Humboldt County residents and businesses received $152,000 in energy efficiency rebates last

year.




Energy Savings Tips

Saving energy doesn’t have to be complicated—small changes can lower your bills,
improve comfort, and help the environment.

Try these five easy ways to reduce energy use:

Switch to LED bulbs
LEDs use up to 85% less energy than incandescent bulbs and last much
longer, saving you money on replacements.

Shift energy use to midday
Running appliances like dishwashers, washing machines, and EV chargers
during the day takes advantage of cleaner, lower-cost solar energy.

Unplug unused electronics
Many devices draw power even when off; unplug them or use a smart
power strip to eliminate "phantom” energy waste.

Use the sun to your advantage
Open curtains for natural light and warmth, and air-dry clothes instead of
using the dryer when possible.

Seal and insulate your home
Proper insulation and air sealing improve comfort and reduce heating and
cooling costs year-round.

Contact Us

R, (707) 269-1700 DK info@redwoodenergy.org

& www.redwoodenergy.org @ 633 3rd St., Eureka



