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As others have pointed out, we need more time and more information before
decisions are made about the IRP because more information is on the way
about the biomass element and the sawmill’s violations of air quality standards.
| know that RCEA'’s job is complicated. The Electric Future workshop gave a
little taste of how complicated it is—the different priorities, sometimes
conflicting, the regulatory mandates about resource adequacy and other criteria.
So looking at the big picture you can say biomass electricity is a fairly small
part of it, but it’s the most contentious because of its outsized carbon emissions
and air pollution.

However, the reason it’s so important to me goes beyond our local situation.
Incinerating biomass to make electricity is becoming more and more common
—ironically, as a greener substitute for fossil fuels. And of course that’s a big
step in the wrong direction for the climate. So we’re talking about more than
one sawmill burning, primarily, its own waste and getting some baseload
electricity out of it, which is helpful for balancing the grid even though it’s a
small amount of electricity, considering all those emissions. The larger issue is
a situation that is getting worse and worse as word gets around that you can
burn wood as an energy source and not even count the carbon emissions, plus
you can get a ticket from the CPUC that allows you more air pollution than
other electricity producers get. More and more people are getting into that
business.

Another factor is the proliferation of fuel load reduction projects and the drastic
need to do something with huge amounts of forest residues. We’re in a lot of
trouble if burning it is the main way to deal with all that stuff. CO2 emissions
are going up, not down. We have to reverse that. There are other things to do
with biomass that are much better for the environment, and we must prioritize
those. | don’t know how to get through to Humboldt Sawmill Company. It’s a
private corporation that is mainly concerned with its bottom line, but I’m
hoping that if RCEA can hear these concerns from the public and stop
supporting biomass incineration, HSC will get the message.

Thank you,
Martha Walden
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