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From: David O"Neill
To: Public Comment
Cc: Aaron Roberts; blue lake; Brian Morrison; ; Glen Zane; Kevin Davis
Subject: 5.2. Biomass Power Purchase Agreement with Humboldt Sawmill Company
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2021 8:21:45 AM

I would like to enter the following public comment for the RCEA Board Meeting of February
25, 2021 related to Old Business Item:

5.2. Biomass Power Purchase Agreement with Humboldt Sawmill Company Direct staff to
enter negotiations with Humboldt Sawmill Company for an amendment to the existing power
purchase agreement at a reduced price, with flexibility to provide additional energy, and for a
term of 2021-2031, to be brought back to the Board for approval at a future meeting. 

I am requesting that no action be taken on this matter unless and until, the Board and the staff
have fully reviewed and considered the proposal to supply base-load, biomass power under the
proposal from Redwood Coast Power from the Blue Lake Power Plant in Blue Lake, CA. 
This proposal is included in the Public Comment section of the agenda for this meeting.  Note
that this item is Old Business and should have been included in the "Old Business" section of
the Agenda for this meeting so that it could be given the same consideration as Item 5.2.

If the Board does decide to allow the staff to enter negotiations with Humboldt Sawmill
Company for an amendment to the existing power-purchase agreement, the staff should be
instructed to not only try to negotiate a reduced price, but it should also try to negotiate some
of the other benefits that are available under the Redwood Coast proposal.  Any final
agreement to amend the existing PPA should, at a minimum, result in:

Emission standards at or below the emission standards that are imposed on the Blue
Lake Power Plant
The support of the local sawmills and forestry industry in and around the Redwood
Coast Energy Authority service area,  Including creating a reliable outlet and beneficial
use of these parties' waste
The guaranteed proper, beneficial use of the by-products of the combustion process for
generating the power including the char and ash generated
A positive benefit to global warming by sequestering carbon from the ash and char
generated in the combustion process
Creation of char and the guarantee that the use of this char will be to benefit local
agriculture or other industry in the area
The creation of at least 20 long-term, skilled and high-paying jobs for resident in and
around the Redwood Coast Energy Authority service area.
Continued payment of rent and other payments to the city of Blue Lake and Humboldt
County and substantial economic activity in Blue Lake and surrounding communities
Locally produced power that can guarantee Blue Lake electrical power during periods of
power curtailments.

If, as a result of any negotiations to extend the present PPA, these benefits, which should be
available under a negotiated agreement with Redwood Coast Power, cannot be agreed to, the
staff should be instructed to cease negotiations for an extension of the present PPA and
subsequently enter into negotiations with Redwood Coast to formulate a new PPA for the
maximum benefit of the RCEA rate payers.       



David S. O'Neill
Attorney at Law
LandGas Technology LLC
5487 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60630-1249
(O) (773) 792-1310

(F) (773) 792-8358



From:
To: Public Comment
Subject: comment on agenda item 5.2 power purchase agreement with scotia
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2021 3:41:24 PM

Ten years seems like a long time for RCEA to lock itself into an obligation to buy any
amount of carbon-intensive power. At the very least it should stress flexibility to buy
less power from Scotia instead of more. In the next nine years we need to achieve a
drastic reduction of greenhouse gas emissions to prevent the situation from becoming
catastrophic for our children. Biomass does not fit the bill.

Scientists, economists, and climate activists object to the official designation of
biomass as carbon-neutral as the time window for reducing our emissions shrinks. If
not for this mistaken and highly problematic designation, biomass would have been
completely abandoned many years ago as genuinely green alternatives become
available and cheaper. Even natural gas compares favorably to biomass, especially
when particulates in the air are considered.

In the next ten years we are hoping for increased availability of solar and wind power
in Humboldt county. Plus, flexibility to innovate is always key. Current examples are
more storage, increased grid capability and strategies to reduce peak usage by
structuring rates, and smart grid-balancing programs such as Ohm Connect.
Whatever is not feasible now could become feasible during the next ten years.

The bottom line is desperately simple. We must draw down atmospheric carbon.
Humboldt Redwood Company will never consider alternative uses for its wood waste
that could sequester significant amounts of carbon as long as RCEA's ratepayers
subsidize the status quo.

Thank you.

Martha Walden

Sent from Windows Mail




