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From: Matthew Marshall
To: Lori Taketa
Cc: Richard Engel; Dana Boudreau
Subject: FW: Support Clean, Renewable Energy in Humboldt County
Date: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 11:10:44 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: O. Smith 
Sent: Tuesday, February 26, 2019 4:26 PM
To: Matthew Marshall 
Subject: Support Clean, Renewable Energy in Humboldt County

Matthew Marshall
RCEA

RE: Support Clean, Renewable Energy in Humboldt County

null

Dear RCEA Board Members:

I fully support the RCEA Board adopting the official goal of providing 100% clean, renewable energy to Humboldt
County by 2025.

As you all know, we are already experiencing the beginning of our global climate crisis.
Yet, even at this time of looming irreparable consequences, it is truly very hard for all of us to change our habits. We 
need every choice available for clean energy.  I urge the Board to continue to be champions for clean, renewable
energy, and adopt the official goal of providing 100% clean, renewable energy to Humboldt County by 2025. 

Please set an example of leadership that is responding to the global climate crisis with a sense of urgency. Hopefully, 
other boards, commissions, elected officials, and agency staff will take cues from you and follow suit, today, not 
later.

I am grateful for our Community Choice Energy program, and am a proud REpower+ ratepayer. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Oona Smith

Arcata, CA



From: Lynne Abels
To: Lori Taketa
Subject: renewable energy
Date: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 4:33:47 PM

I urge you to commit toward a clean energy resolution to move toward 100% renewables.  I
was surprised (and dismayed)to learn that our local energy has come in part from bio fuels.  
We need to stop burning carbon and this is a step backwards.  I understand that part of the
logic is to provide local truckers with work.  That is laudable but I support providing work that
is "right livelyhood" ie beneficial and useful not harmful.   We will not be successful as a
community or as a country unless we engage in creative ways with the future that is so rapidly
approaching.  

Thanks for all your work for us,  Lynne Abels, Arcata  







From: Sheri L Woo
To: Lori Taketa; Richard Engel
Subject: Fwd: Support Clean, Renewable Energy in Humboldt County
Date: Sunday, February 24, 2019 7:34:10 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Magdalena Borkowska 
Date: Sun, Feb 24, 2019, 4:58 AM
Subject: Support Clean, Renewable Energy in Humboldt County
To:

Sheri Woo
RCEA

RE: Support Clean, Renewable Energy in Humboldt County

null

Dear RCEA Board Members:
I’m writing to urge you take action at your meeting on February 28, 2019, and adopt the
official goal of providing 100% clean, renewable energy to Humboldt County by 2025.
We are facing a global climate crisis. Locally, the effects of the climate crisis include
potentially catastrophic sea level rise, along with an increase in the number and severity of
droughts and wildfires. But we aren’t just affected by climate change; we’re also helping to
cause it. And one of the biggest sources of greenhouse gas emissions is electricity generation. 
Fortunately, we live in a time when many carbon-free electricity sources are becoming cost-
competitive with dirty fossil fuels. And we live in a place, Humboldt County, where the
community can express its energy priorities directly through the Community Choice Energy
program administered by RCEA.
RCEA is already successfully providing cleaner electricity to Humboldt County consumers at
lower rates than PG&E. But the climate crisis demands that we take more ambitious action.
Your Community Advisory Committee is recommending that the Board adopt a goal of 100%
clean, renewable electricity by 2025. The CAC’s recommendation is both reasonable and
ambitious. With good planning and the right priorities, RCEA can achieve the community’s
goals for clean and renewable energy while still charging competitive rates to consumers. 
Please adopt the CAC’s recommendations and help move Humboldt County to a clean energy
future.
Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Magdalena Borkowska

























From: Fennell, Estelle
To: Lori Taketa
Subject: FW: Friends of the Eel River 100% supports RCEA"s transition to 100% clean energy
Date: Thursday, February 28, 2019 3:10:56 PM

Here is the only email I received.
 
Thanks,
 
Estelle
 
Estelle Fennell

2nd District Supervisor
County of Humboldt
(707) 476 2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us
 
From: Stephanie Tidwell  
Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2019 1:20 PM
To: info@redwoodenergy.org
Cc: mwinkler@cityofarcata.org; sdaugherty@bluelake.ca.gov; aallison@ci.eureka.ca.gov;
dglaser@ci.fortuna.ca.gov; wilsonf@cityofriodell.ca.gov; woo@hbmwd.com;
mmarshall@redwoodenergy.org; Fennell, Estelle <EFennell@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Friends of the Eel River 100% supports RCEA's transition to 100% clean energy
 
Dear RCEA Board Members,
 
Friends of the Eel River supports the local transition to clean, sustainable, and renewable
energy through the Community Choice Energy program administered by RCEA. I’m writing
to urge you to take action at your February 28, 2019 meeting to adopt the official goal of
providing 100% clean, renewable energy to Humboldt County by 2025.
 
We are pleased that RCEA is already successfully providing cleaner electricity to Humboldt
County consumers at lower rates than PG&E. But the climate crisis demands that we take
more ambitious action.
 
Your Community Advisory Committee is recommending that the Board adopt a goal of 100%
clean, renewable electricity by 2025. This recommendation is both prudent and ambitious.
With good planning and the right priorities, RCEA can achieve the community’s goals for
clean and renewable energy while still charging competitive rates to consumers. 
 
To be clear, we do not support dams as a clean or sustainable energy source. Medium to large
dams are increasingly understood to not only destroy fisheries but also as sources of climate
change emissions (methane largely). While small scale hydro projects can provide some
sustainable energy when properly designed, the vast majority of our nation's dams (and their
reservoirs) should not be considered clean energy sources. We are unclear as to whether
RCEA plans to count hydropower as a source of clean energy. If so, we urge you to
reconsider.



 
We are facing a global climate crisis. In Humboldt, the effects of this crisis include potentially
catastrophic sea level rise, and the likelihood of exacerbated weather extremes that bring
increased wildfire, drought, and flood hazards. But we aren’t just affected by climate change;
we’re also helping to cause it. And one of the biggest sources of greenhouse gas emissions is
electricity generation. With renewable technology evolution now making clean energy
generation cost-competitive with dirty energy before you even factor in the ecological costs,
we no longer have any excuses for not taking urgent action to facilitate the transition.
 
We hope you will continue taking a lead on regional renewable energy development. Please
adopt the CAC’s recommendations and help move Humboldt County to a clean energy future.
 
Sincerely,

Stephanie Tidwell, Executive Director
Friends of the Eel River
P.O. Box 4945
Arcata, CA 95518
Office: (707) 798-6345

 



February 28, 2019 

RCEA Board of Directors 

Dear Directors: 

As a Community Choice Energy customer, I urge the Board to adopt a goal of 100% clean 
energy by 2025 and create a plan to implement this goal. 

I enthusiastically support rapid development of offshore wind and solar micro-grids, rapid 
development of a variety of energy storage processes and facilities, and collaboration with city 
and Humboldt County planning departments to maximize energy conservation above and beyond 
State of California requirements. I support the Board requiring community benefit agreements 
for all energy infrastructure contracts. 

Wind and solar are the most reliable sources of clean energy over time. With climate disruption, 
hydro may be unreliable in the near future. Combustion energy sources, like biomass, are not 
clean; carbon dioxide is the combustion product 24n. The latest climate studies show we have 
about 12 years to significantly reduce atmospheric carbon dio,<lde. In Humboldt County, the 
simplest most cost effective way to reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide is to keep out biggest, 
oldest redwood trees standing and photosynthesizing and manage both redwood and mixed 
evergreen forests to foster old growth characteristics. 

As a CCE customer, I want my bill payments to go toward wind, solar and energy storage 
instead of subsidizing the timber industry by paying them to burn their waste. 

Thank you for giving serious consideration to my input. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Ryerson 

Arcata, CA 95521 



February 28 2019 

To: RCEA Board 

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support of clean renewable energy. 

I recognize that RCEA is required to use biomass as a result of retent State Jaws; however, since 
biomass is the most expensive energy source that we rate payers must pay for, I urge RCEA to 
replace biomass with solar and wind energy and energy storage as soon as possible. 

The vast majority of climate scientis~ support the evidence that global warming is at or near the 
tipping point at which abrupt climate change will ensue. We do not have the time available for 
biomass as a source of energy to be effectively carbon neutral. 

Pollution from 24n biomass burning for energy is detrimental to human health. Dr. Ring in 
October 2016 stated the health concerns of the medical community. In the consent decree for the 
B)ue Lake Power plant VS the US DOJ and EPA, the court states (top of page 25) ... "the 
reductions of CO and NOX will provide pollution reduction benefits to the surrounding 
community." Cleaner is not clean. The Scotia power plant is 873 ft from a grades K-8 school 
play ground. 

The cost of biomass appears to be mandated by state Jaw under the accounting concept cal Jed 
cost plus. My experience in other fields showed that cost plus rewards inefficiency. Additionally, 
all renewables have received indirect subsidies in tenns of Productions Tax Credits.(See IRS 
8835) There is even a way to sell excess credits. 

Can staff assure the public that we are made aware of any Tax Credit Monetiz.ation that occurred 
in the past and may still be available for all renewable contracts? 

In my opinion, biomass provides private profit over public good at a time when business as usual 
will be catastrophic. 

Paying a premium for a consumable polluting fuel does not appear to be a prudent use rate payer 
fees. Energy cost savings should be used to acquire and/or invest in asse~ that will have a long 
useful life. 

Thank you. 

v'v/z"/P~ 
WaltPaniak 
Arcata, CA 95521 



My long-term personal goals for RCEA and Humboldt County- Michael Winkler 

I . On an annual basis, make Humboldt County a net energy producer based on local 
renewable energy sources (primarily wind, secondarily biomass, solar PV, small-scale 
hydro, biogas) 

2. On an annual basis, make Humboldt County a zero-net greenhouse gas producer 
(greenhouse gas emissions (CO2, methane, black carbon) totally offset annually by 
absorption by local forest growth) 

3. Minimize exposure of local population to non-CO2 air emissions (particulates, CO, NOx) 
from biomass combustion (biomass power plants, wood stoves, wood fireplaces, 
controlled and uncontrolled bums) with special emphasis on vulnerable populations 
(children, elderly, persons with compromised respiratory function or other health 
problems). Pursue long-term replacement of existing biomass power plants with 
advanced, low-emission biomass gasification power plants. Phase out existing use of 
wood stoves and fireplaces and replacement with electric heat pumps. 

4. Cost-effectively maximize energy efficiency to minimize total energy consumption 
5. To the maximum extent feasible, convert existing fossil fuel uses (natural gas, gasoline, 

diesel fuel, jet fuel, propane) to electricity. 

Achieve the above goals while keeping electricity prices less than PG&E. 

I would estimate that electricity is no more than 25% of total energy use in Humboldt County so 
I want to increase RCEA's emphasis on these other energy uses and especially on shifting 
existing natural gas use to renewable electricity. 

I also think that people tend to confuse 100% renewable electricity and I 00% renewable energy 
so I want to make this distinction clearer to people. 

As I mentioned previously, I am less interested in the electricity that RCEA purchases coming 
100% from renewable energy sources, especially if the electricity comes from outside 
Humboldt County, than 1 am in pursuing the five goals that I list above. 

Michael Winkler 

2/28/2019 

The above represent my personal goals and do not necessarily reflect the position of 
RCEA or the RCEA Board of Directors 
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