
Talking Points – Presenting Community Choice Energy to Community Groups 
 
Introduction – what is RCEA? Established in 2003 by our local governments, RCEA provides 
energy efficiency, planning, transportation, and now electricity generation services 
 
The Community Choice Energy Program is an alternative for buying electricity that has been 
serving over 90% of Humboldt County ratepayers since 2017. Electricity cost can be broken 
down to 2 components: generation and delivery. RCEA manages the generation while PG&E 
continues to provide delivery. 
 
There are currently 17 active CCE programs in California, including much of the San Francisco 
Bay Area, Sonoma and Mendocino Counties, Placer County, and Yolo County. Other local 
governments across the State are looking into this mechanism for their communities.  
 
By state law, CCE programs are “opt-out,” which means all eligible electricity customers are 
noticed twice before being switched over automatically, but have the option to opt out at any 
time if they don’t wish to participate. Anyone can opt out online or by phone for no extra 
charge. 
 
CCE programs typically reduce electric rates relative to those of the utility, while providing 
more local energy and more renewable energy in the mix. 
 
 
The program objectives are to provide: 

• Lower electric rates 
• Local control of our energy choices 
• The same reliable electric service you have now 
• Local revenues to benefit the communities we serve (jobs, clean technology 

infrastructure, customer programs, etc.) 
 
 
Existing PG&E programs will continue, including the CARE, FERA and Medical Baseline 
discounts for program-qualifying households.  
 
RCEA offers a favorable net energy metering program for customers with solar electric 
systems on their home or business, which includes a premium credit on excess generation and 
an option to cash out net credits each year. 
 
New customer programs that are funded by the CCE program and are in varying stages of 
development or implementation include the Public Agency Solar Program, Residential Energy 
Services, High-Volume EV Charging Cluster, and a Core Rebate Catalog. 



PG&E currently provides 29% renewable energy. In 2018, our standard product included about 
40% renewable energy and 80% greenhouse gas free energy. The “opt up” choice for 
customers who want to purchase 100% renewable energy costs $0.01/kWh, which typically 
results in about a $5 increase per month on an average residential utility bill.  
 
In 2017 and 2018, RCEA’s power mix included biomass power from existing local plants that 
use waste material from the lumber industry. The Board has adopted a goal of 15 MW of new 
local solar power by 2022, and RCEA is currently funding the construction of a solar microgrid 
with battery storage at the Arcata-Eureka Airport as part of this goal. We are also progressing 
the development of offshore wind energy, for which Humboldt County has a world class 
resource. 
Our program does not eliminate PG&E jobs – workers still maintain lines and electric 
infrastructure. 
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